[Stability of inhalational anaesthestic agents].
Modern inhalational anaesthetics are liable to react with carbon dioxide absorbers and degrade under certain conditions. Sevoflurane may break down and produce toxic compounds in contact with Lewis acids or carbon dioxide absorbers. Desflurane, isoflurane and enflurane can also undergo undesirable reactions. Producers use various stabilizers, containers, and recommendations for storage times and conditions. In this paper, the possible dangers of inappropriate use of inhalational anaesthetics, and ways to avoid production of toxic compounds are presented. The composition and degradation of inhalational anaesthetics available on Polish market, are presented. The author concludes that safe use of these agents depends strongly on storage conditions and proper use by medical personnel.